A Brief History of the Founding of AChemS

Prior to the founding of the Association for
Chemoreception Sciences (AChemS)
investigators of the chemical senses
interacted at two sets of meetings. The first of
these was the International Symposium on
Olfaction and Taste (ISOT). Begining in 1962
these occurred every three years.
1962

ISOT I

Stockholm, Sweden

Yngve Zotterman
Wenner Gren Center

1965

ISOT II

Tokyo, Japan

Takashi Hayashi
Keio University

1968

ISOT III

New York, N.Y.

Carl Pfaﬀmann
The Rockefeller University

1971

ISOT IV

Starnberg, Germany

Dietrich Schneider
Max-Planck-Institut

1974

ISOT V

Melbourne, Australia

Derek Denton
Howard Florey Inst

1977

ISOT VI

Paris, France

Jacque le Magnen
Collège de France

From the History Committee 2018

Max chose the 1978 Gordon Conference on Olfaction and Taste to assess the chemosensory research community’s
reaction to initiate a chemoreception society starting with a meeting in the spring of 1979. It just so happenend that Dr.
Linda Bartoschuk who was the co-chairperson of the Gordon Conference was also a strong advocate of a North
American chemoreception society. She scheduled a meeting during the conference to discuss the proposal. Max made
a presentation and then took a vote. There was overwhelming support for the creation of what was to become AChemS.
At the Gordon Conference members of a Steering Committee were named from the floor to work on the first AChemS.
Steering Committee members are circled here in blue.

The second set were Gordon Conferences
that also met every three years.
1966

Crystal Inn

Wiliam L. Sulzbacher, Dean Foster

1969

Providence Heights College

Lloyd M. Beidler

1972

Tilton School

Irwin Hornstein

1975

Proctor Academy

David G. Moulton

1978

Proctor Academy

Linda Bartoshuk

At a gathering of a chemical senses special
interest group ‘get together’ at the 1975
meeting of the Society for Neuroscience
several of the more senior members,
including Lloyd Beidler and Carl Pfaffmann,
proposed the formation of a North American
chemosensory society. Max Mozell was
charged with developing an agenda to
discuss the possibility of a new North
American society at the next chemical
senses ‘get together’ at the 1976
Neuroscience meeting.
From this time on
Max Mozell
assumed the
responsibility of
polling interested
scientists and
eventually
orgainizing a vote
at the 1978
Gordon
Conference.
Details of how Max
took on the role of
initiating the first
AChemS meeting
are related in his
Chemical Senses
1998 paper.

The first meeting of AChemS
was at the Hyatt Sarasota
hotel. This hotel was chosen
based on the satisfied use by
ARVO (Association for Reserch
in Vision and Opthalmology). In
addition Sarasota was an ideal
location with access to local
restaurants and the gulf
beaches. The meeting
arrangment was similar to the
Gordon Conference with presentations in the morning
and evening and the afternoon open for discussion and
relaxation. A London bus was supplied by the hotel to
transport attendees to the beach which was
(anecdotally) a topless beach until 1985. Attendees also
quickly discovered favorite restaraunts. AChemS
remained at the Hyatt until we outgrew it and used other
sites begining in 2010 .

Lido beach with AChemS Group

Bus to the beach

Oﬃcers elected at First AChemS 1979
Executive Chairperson
Max Mozell
Program Committee
Charlotte Mistretta Chair
Bernice Wenzel
William Cain
John Caprio
Membership Committee
Rose Marie Pangborn Chair
Gary Beauchamp
Finance Committee
Tom Getchell
Chair
Steven Price

Moore’s stone crab restaurant

1979

In preparation for the first meeting Max
sent a letter to ‘Colleages in the
Chemoreception Sciences’ in December
1978. In this letter (reproduced below) he
introduced the steering committee for the
first annual meeting and christened the
association as AChemS. In addition, the
program for the first meeting was also
enclosed (printed at right). Room rates
were $38 for a double.

In developing the program for the first
meeting the Steering Committee decided
to build a program that would attract
investigators representing a broad range of
topics that also included academics,
industrial and government areas. The
program booklet was prepared by a
dupicating service. The meeting went well
with an attendence of 174 scientists. At the
business meeting, participants voted to
perpetuate the meeting and four
committes were established with officers
elected to administer the program,
membership, finance and an overall
executive committee.
Soon after the end of the first meeting the
Program Committee began planning for
the second meeting. Letters were sent
soliciting abstracts for papers and posters
and AChemS received 99 abstracts. These
had to be grouped into oral and poster
sessions. In addition there were invited
speaker symposia and technique
workshops. Abstracts were typed into a
box and sent to the Program Committee.
Once again the program was typed and
then mimeographed.
The format of the second AChemS was
followed by the third AChemS although for
the first time the cover sported a design!
However, the program was still duplicated.
The fourth AChemS was the first printed
program. The program book was modelled
after the Society for Neuroscience program
and was easily carried in a pocket.
The boards for the posters were fabricated
through the efforts of John Caprio, Sid
Mayer and Wayne Silver at Florida State
University and brought to the meeting in a
U-Haul van.
Audio visual at these early meetinga was
primitive by modern standards. Speakers
brought their presentations on 35 mm
slides which were projected using a Kodak
Carousel projector. AChemS members
were responible for sound and slide
projection.
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* Current AChemS members who

attended the Gordon Conference in
1978.

1978 – 80
1980 – 81
1981 – 82
1982 – 83
1983 – 84
1984 – 85
1985 – 86
1986 – 87
1987 – 88
1988 – 89
1989 – 90
1990 – 91
1991 – 92
1992 – 93
1993 – 94
1994 – 95
1995 – 96
1996 – 97
1997 – 98
1998 – 99

Maxwell M. Mozell
Linda Bartoshuk
Gordon Sheperd
Bruce Halpern
William S. Cain
Robert Gesteland
Bruce Oakley
David V. Smith
Charlotte Mistretta
Gary K. Beauchamp
Robert J. O’Connell
Thomas V. Getchell
Barry W. Ache
John Caprio
Inglis J. Miller
John S. Kauer
Judith Van Houten
Michael Meridith
Thomas R. Scott
Charles Greer

1999 – 00 David L. Hill
2000 – 01 Stephen D. Roper

2001 – 02 Stuart Firestein
2002 – 03 John G. Hilderbrand
2003 – 04 John Scott
2004 – 05 Mimi Halpern
2005 – 06 Charles Derby
2006 – 07 Leslie Tolbert
2007 – 08 Diego Restrepo
2008 – 09 Peter Brunges
2009 – 10 Scott Herness
2010 – 11 Don Wilson
2011 – 12 Tim McClintock
2012 – 13 Alan Spector
2013 – 14 John Glendinning
2014 – 15 Debra Ann Fadool
2015 – 16 Susan Travers
2016 – 17 Steve Munger
2017 – 18 Tom Finger

AChems has thrived over a 40 year
history and is our principal
proponent in sustaining and
advancing chemosensory science
and trainees in the field.

